A highly efficient palladium-catalyzed decarboxylative ortho-acylation of azobenzenes with α-oxocarboxylic acids: direct access to acylated azo compounds.
Avoiding additives: A highly efficient and mild Pd-catalyzed decarboxylative ortho-acylation of azobenzenes with α-oxocarboxylic acids was developed that provides an alternative route to acylated azo compounds. This decarboxylative acylation process was completed in the absence of any additives at ambient temperature, to afford the acylated azobenzenes in moderate to good yields.